: 


4 they’ that swine ae the brightness of the: firmament; 


14 14. vel. LX... 


the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday afternoon, F 

I do not know anything more interesting to which we an listen than 
the of the Elders who have been abroad preaching 
To heat them testify concerning the ‘divinity of the work in wWhioh ‘the 
are engaged, and to relate their ex in proclaiming the Gbepe 
and also the testimonies which they beat concerning their prayers being 


‘answered and the power of God that bas deen manifested in their behalf 


all this is ex eding! 
of 


— spec 
testify that God lives, and that they 
the condition of the world ‘would ‘be and ‘what would become of ‘ity if it 


‘has come down to us in 
the Latter day Saints. ‘Ot 
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by which attention has been called to the commandment of God concern- 
ing preaching the Gospel without purse and scrip, is having a most ex- 
cellent effect. When a man has to depend upon the Lord for his food, his 


shelter, his friends, and for the assistance which he needs to enable him to 
perform the duties that devolve upon him, it is very likely to compel him 
to seek unto the Lord with great faith. Then he has his prayers answered 


80 often and in so marvelous a manner that he knows — — el that 


there is a God, and that He hears and answers prager. My first n 
was 8 lengthy one. I was a little over five years away from 0 72 
always been thankful that it was so long; although I yearned the Hokie a 
great deal during the latter part of the mission. I learned that which the 
brethren have learned, that it is not a good thing to lay off the harness 
when one comes home. I felt that it was dn obligation resting upon me, 
as one bearing the Priesthood, to do all in my power to help establish the 
righteousness of God in the earth. I am 2 that I did have that 
spirit, and that I have had it since that time. It is wrong for young men, 
when they come home, to become careless, and feel, Well, I’ve finished 
my mission now, there is no special obligation upon me now; and I ‘can 
take it easy.“ That is a wrong feeling. My experience has proved that 
there is greater happiness, purer joy and more delight.to be obtained in 
serving God and being active in His work than can be obtained in any 
other direction. . {J am sure this is the experience of others also have 
kept on the harness. 
8 “The ides which many people indulge in, that there is something irksome 
‘about religion, something that deprives. one of enjoyment i is a mistaken 
idea. There is nothing irksome, nothing that requires the .sacrifices of 
proper enjoyment, in keeping the commandments of God. The Latter- 
day Saints have proved this. We illustrate the great truth that.a people 
oan be a profoundly religious people and at the same time be a very happy 
people. I do not believe there is any happier people on the earth than 
the Latter-day Saints. I have seen the Latter-day Saints in the most 
trying circumstances, destitute of the comforts and of many of e- 
_saries of life, and they have been a happy people under those 
stances. Gladness filled their hearts. It was not gladness produced by 
external circumstances; but it was the gladness of the heart, ‘produced 
by the influence and power of the Spirit of God, and that is always true 
happiness. Happiness that depends upon external circumstances is not 
genuine happiness. There must be the fountain of it within us; and 
wherever we go and have that spirit within us, we shall be happy. We 
may be in a most disagreeable situation as far as externals are concerned ; 
but if we carry within us this fountain of which I speak, and which the 
Spirit of. God furnishes, we shall be truly happy. This has been the case 
with this people. We should cultivate this, and teach it to our children. 
‘1b is not necessary to break the laws of God or to forget our obligations to 
Him in order to have enjoyment. a 

up who know that God lives. It is a blessed thing. Our God. has not 


gone on journey. He has not gone to sleep. He is not 2 
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_ the priests of Baal, whom Elijah mocked because they received no response 
from him. It is not so with the Ged of heaven. And we are living wit- 
messes of this. It is a great blessing, in the midst of our trials and per- 
plexities, to know that we can call upon God and He will hear us. His 
ears are ever open. No matter if, as the psalmist says, we make our bed 
in hell, He is there. We may be on the sea or on land, a ga pac 
In the 189th Psalm it is sad. 


Wwither shall I go from thy Spirit? or whither shall I flee ae thy 


ce? 
e ascend up into heaven, thou art there: it I tiake y bed in hell, 
II nne the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of 


ved ‘here shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. 
“over me; even the night shall be 


light 
2 the 3 hideth not 98 thee: but the night shineth as the 
day: the darkness and the light are both : alike tothee. 


And He has promised that whatsoever we ask Him in faith, in the: name 
id iain He will grant unto us, if it is good for us. This is a most pre- 

- gious promise, and we should live so as to have a realizing sense of it con- 
tinuall /. It we are in such # position that we cannot get down on our 
knees, we can pray to Him in our bearta, and He will hear us, and He 
will grant the desires of our hearts unto us. As individuals and as a 
people, we should cultivate this habit of praying to Him constantly. 
This, my brethren and sisters, is our strength, if we will make use of it. 
We should also have the gift of propheoy, like the Elder who has been 
alluded to here, who said to a family who were in danger from a cyclone, 
Dont leave the house; I promise you in the name of Jesus that you 
will be safe if you will stay in the house.” What prompted him to 
may that? The Spirit of God. The spirit of prophecy rested upon him, 
: just as it did upon Paul when he was on board ‘the ship and he said that 
not a soul should be lost. The Elders of this Church have a right to that 
Spirit; and they enjoy it to a very great extent. It is one of the gifts of 
the Gospel, and instances innumerable might be mentioned where that 
Spirit bas saved the people. Elders have been about to go on vessels with 
- companies of Sainte, and the Spirit has said to them, “Do not go on that 
vessel, and by that their lives have been saved. One instance comes to 
my mind, where President Woodruft was about to embark on a vessel with 
a company of Saints, and the Spirit said to him, “Do not embark on that,” 
and it only went a few miles down the river when it was totally destroyed. 
It is a remarkable thing that notwithstanding the many thousands of 
“Latver-day Saints who have traveled on the ocean, there is not on record 
an. instanes of a company of Latter-day Saints being lost in their journey- 
ing on the ocean. There was a sad’ catastrophe occurred on the Missouri 
river, but there were reasons for that, which those who are familiar with 
the circumstances have described. That is the only instance in our history 
- where such an accident has.occurred: It is miraculous that there should 
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de eo many thousands of people immigrated to this land, covering 20 long 
a period (for our emigration from Europe commenced in 1840, and it has 
been continuous from that time to the present), and yet nothing serious 
happen them! But there has been and is a protecting care over this 
people, because the Elders who have had charge of companies. have. gener- 
ally been men of God, who have sought to know the mind of ‘the 1 
and who have been led by revelation from Him. 
In this manner this whole work has been carried on non the 3 
The servants of God have sought to know the mind and will of God, and 
they have obtained that knowledge, whereby they have been enabled to 
lead the people. These valleys: have been settled in this way and by this 
spirit. We, therefore, are living witnesses of the truth that God lives, and 
that He bestows His gifts, as in ancient days, upon His servants, We 
profess, as the ancients did, to have the gifts of the Spirit of God. We 
teach the people to seek “Nom these gifts, We sey that God is the game 
to-day as He was yesterday ; that in Him there is no variableness nor, 
‘shadow of turning. But men want to know why, if this be the base, 
there is not more knowledge, more revelation, more of ‘these gifts from 
Him. The absence of these gifts is due to unbelief. Men do not seek for 
these things, because they do not believe in them; and they have cast out 
every man that professed to believe in these principles and in this power. 
They have been prompted: by Satan, who would have destroyed this whole 
Church long ago if God had permitted it; but He has restrained Satan, 
because this is the dispensation of the fullness of times, and the promise 
has gone forth that this Gospel shall not be taken from the earth again 
‘and the Church will not be destroyed. But this spirit of Satan that you 
‘see manifested is the spirit that crucified the Son of God, and that slew 
His Apostles; and that has slain the Prophets in our day. It is the spirit 
that drove this Church out from the midst of civilization, and compelled 
us to take refuge among the Indians in this far distant region. It is the 
same spirit that has annihilated every principle of faith in men. It has 
been a constant warfare to maintain the principles of the Gospel and to 
declare them to the people. Men who have gone forth to preach: this 
Gospel have been exposed to violence in every form. Not only have 
their characters been maligned, and their names cast out 9s evil, but 
bodily violence has been extended to them. It is only the power of Géd, 
that has kept this Church in existence up to the present time. Bat it is 
in existence. God has revealed the Gospel. He has restored the ordin- 
ances and the gifts, and He has communicated His mind and wilkto men 
once more;and there are men on the earth who know these things. 
Nov, our ‘young men and all who have been engaged in — 
God as missionaries should not allow theniselves to be diverted from these 


labors and to have another spirit take possession of them. I can bear 
- testimony to all—there ought to be no necessity for it, however, because 
the men that have gone forth to preach the Gospel ought to know for 
themselves how much happiness they have had in that labor but I do 
bear testimony that through my life, notwithstanding: the trials and 
vieissitudes I bave had to pass through, I have k Prin- 
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oiples of the Gospel. I have thanked! God; and do every time I think of. 
it, that I am a Latter-day Saint, because the knowlege of the truth and 
the Spirit of God have gladdened my entire existence. And I rejoioe in 
it as much to-day, I am thankful to say, as I ever did in my life. I know, 
therefore, that there is no path that we can pursue, there are no labors. 
that we can perform, that will be 80 replete with happiness and bring 
such peace and joy as keeping the commandments of God and being 
zealous and faithful in His work. This is my testimony; and I have had 
abundant opportunities in my life to prove it. My life has not run in ome | 
channel; it has not been surrounded by one set of circumstances; but it 
has been greatly varied, and in this variety of circumstances I have 
proved it. And in saying this I know I only give voice to the testimony of 6 
hundreds of others in this congregation who have had similar experience. 
There is, therefore, every incentive for us to be faithful to the cause of God. 
and get all the benefit and blessing and all the gifts that can be obtained. 
Tam very desirous that the Latter-day Saints should keep their second 
estate. Every one who is present before me kept his and her first estate. 
The Lord has revealed to us that before we came here we had an existence. 
Our Savior existed before He came in tlie flesh. So did all of us. Our 
spirits existed with Him. The evidence that we kept our first estate is 
found in the fact: that we are here, possessing tabernacles. Before man 
was placed on earth there was a rebellion in heaven. Not only has that 
faot been revealed to us, but it is to be found in the Bible also. The Lord 
has rbvealed to us, however, some other things connected with our pre- 
existence. © He has told us that the plan of sal vation was discussed in the 
councils of heaven. Lucifer, a of the morning not the Son— thought 
he had # better plan than that which the Father and the Lord Jesus were 
in favor of. He told the Father that he would save all mankind, by taking 
away from us our agency, and all he asked was that God would give him 
the honor. But the Savior was willing to come and do as the Father 
wished: This made Lucifer angry, and it is written that He led away 
after him one-third of the hosts of heaven. No doubt, he was a personage 
of great influence, and of great sophistry; for he succeeded in convincing 
one-third of the entire family of God that his plan was the better plan. 
He rebelled; and was thrust out; and the punishment was that he and his 
followers should: not have tabernacles; And from that day to this they 
have ‘striven continually to get possession of human tabernacies: We 
read’ of a legion of devils being in a: person, and when the Savior was about 
t ont them out; they begged that they ‘might enter into the swine.. 
Therefore, I say, the evidence that we kept our first estate is to be found 
in the fact: that we are here to-day with {tabernacles.} There may have 
Some; no doubt, at that great orisis, were more valiant and steadfast than 
that we are here. tat 
We have — herd our tox 
being tested and proved. We: have had this second estate granted unto: 
oertain A wil has 
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been drawn wo und our Father in heaven. whieh’ ‘tains: 
to our pre- existent life is concealed from us, though there is scarcely: a 
person of maturé years: perhaps who has not had come across his mind a 
shadow of something that has occurred at some previous time which :he : 
could not recall; but our pre-existent state has. been concealed from un, 
aed e doubt; for if it had not been, we should become so tired 
of this enistenoe and its trials that we could not be contented here. We 
are left to exercise our agency, just as we did in our first estate at the 
time of our trial; to see whether we will be faithful to God in this seoond 
estate. We are shut out, as I have said, but God points out to us the way. 
in which we should walk. He tells us what to do, and entreats us to be 
obedient to Him. He asks us to cultivate His Spirit, to seek to Him for 
light and guidanoe; and He promises us that if we will do this. and be 
faithful to Him in this earthly existence, He will crown us with glory and 
will give unto us eternal happiness. We are the children of God. God is 
our Father. He wants us to be like Him. He wants us to enter upon a 
oareer that will lead us to as great heights as He has attained to. Therefore, 
it is well that we should be tested tested even unto death, if necessary; 
because He intends to make us His heirs and to bestow upon us the glory 
that He possesses, leading us along in the path of progress till we will be 
in our sphere as He is in His sphere. But Satan has determined to des- 
troy this plan. He has determined — ee en anne, 
of men ashe possibly can. 
Do you doubt the existence of devil Need Task. 
the Latter-day Saints this? Have you not seen his spirit manifested 
You have seen men and women in this Church who once were faithful and 
devoted to the work of God; but they fell into sin, and another spirit took 
possession of them. ‘Men as high as members of the First Presidency have: 
done this. I remember very well William Law, counselor to the Prophet 
Joseph, a friend of the Prophet, a friend of God ‘apparently, a staunch: 
man in the Church; but he committed sin, and that man, who had oocu- 
pied that high and ales station, compassed the death of the Prophets 
He was one of the chief conspirators in arranging plans for his destruc-. 
tion, and took an active part in urging on his martyrdom. Members of 
the council of the Twelve Apostles also partook of the same spirit. It. is 
the spirit that Satan possesses; for Jesus said of him that he was a liar’ 
and a murderer from the beginning. He is seeking constantly to destroy | 
the work of God, filling men with hie spirit, and urging them for wurd to 
acts of deadly hate, even to kill and to es. ee 
Satan, and we see it manifested in nen. i iAmedT 
has ud, here. His bes éeloctedl wa 
nations where the Gospel has been preached, that we might be His instru - 
ments in laying the foundation of this work. A new era is dawning - 
new epoch, ‘There area thousand years of peace ahead of un. The day is. 
not far distant when Satan will be bound, when he shall not have power: 
to tempt the nations, and when the reign of righteousness to which.all the 


Prophets have looked forward will be ushered in. The Lord has gathered 
us ends:of for this purpose: 
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—— and they are — 
these valleys, striving to lay the foandation deep and strong of the glori- 
ous work with which they have become identified, and working for right- 

‘Te is 40 kee 


. p our second estate. We should think of this contina- 
ally. The Elders’ return from missions should: think of it. 
to keep my second estate, and to ms ain my integrity a L did in tay 
first. I want to bo trus to my Father, as I was true before I came into this: 
earthly existence. I want to listen to Him. 1 do not want Wo to 
Satan, nor to be led by bim. “I want to say, ‘Get thee behind me, Satan; 
1 haveschosen my Father 4 my guide, and I will be led by Him all my 
days on the earth; I will nob listen to evil, nor yield to it“ ‘This should 
be the feeling and spiriv of every man and woman in this Oburch. 

All this may seem strange to many minds; to’ the’ World: 
and ask what they have got that will supply the place of this knowledge 
that we have. You are here What are you here fort Why have you 
been sent here Hen ry Ward Beecher confessed that he did not know; 
and thousands of the most enlightened men of the earth can truthfully 
make the same confession. They do not know why man is here, what his 
origin is, or what. his destiny will be. Ask, the most learned preachers, 
who profess to teach the Gospel. to the people, why. msn is here, and they 
will confess, if they ¢onfess the truth, that they know nothing about it. 
But the Lord has revealed this to us, and we know it. The revelations of 
the Lord on these subjects to the Latter- day Baints are philosophical, and 
will bear investigation. There is something tangible about the views of 
the r- day Saints concerning ‘the future. We do not expect: to sit 
upon à cloud, playing a ‘harp throughout’ the endless ages of eternity. 
There will be work for us to do—work of the most glorious and: exalted: 
character. Oh! what joy will fill: the the hearts of those who are faithful 
having been true and unswerving in th eir integrity while they were in the 
flesh. You welcome ¥e missions; gladness inenpress- 
ible fills} your hearts they ‘hive: been faithful to the cause’ of God and 
have magnified their athodd.’ By this you can have a faint idea of: 
the joy that our Father in heaven’ will have over us if ve are true % Him 
and from here pure And chink ef our joy ! that though we haue been 
a id from our Father, though there has been a veil: between Him and 
‘us; in order that we wight be tested und proved, now the mission is ended, 
the probation has bedh performed, and we go back emancipated. from the. 
power of Satan: I pray: God that we may all be in this happy condition: 
‘What this people’ may pealine tls fe their second ‘estate; and 
what they should be faithful to it, that they may be weloomed beck by the 
Father’ after having’ been true and ‘faithful to Him all the days we:have. 
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been honorably released to return home May 6, 1898: John W. Robertson, 
president of the Irish Conference; Joseph B. Broadbent, Traveling Eider 
in the Manchester Conference; Abel M. Roper, Traveling Elder in the 
Sheffield Conference; Peter Allan, Traveling Elder in the Soottish Con- 
ference; J. F. Russon, Samuel G. Garbett and Francis D. Hughes, Trayel- 
ing Elders in the Birmingham Conference; Arthur Townsend, Traveling 
Elder in the Leeds Conference. Elder * 
appointed to over the Irish Conferenoe. 


SHEFFIELD Noticx.—A conference ot the Lille day Sain 

in the Sheffield Conference District will be held in Arcade Hall, Market 
Hil, Barnsley, on Sunday, April 17, 16898. jan will omi at. 
10:20 a.m., and at 280 and 6:30 pm. | 


Tun ‘Anchor Line steamer Purnessia which left March 
arrived in New Fork on April ath, with passengers e en. A 


few returning missionaries took passage on this vessel. 

bas ‘LONDON CONFERENCE. | ois 


ference, Distriot was held on Sunday, April 3, 1898. Servioes were held, at 
36 Penton St., Islington, at 10:30 a. m., and at 20 and 6:20, p. m- in the 
Clerkenwell:Town Hall; Rosebery Avenue, London. 
Among those present were Elders Rulon S. Wells ond. — W. 
McMurrin of the presidenoy of the European Mission ;, President M. E. 
Clark and the Traveling Elders of the London ( er D He ee 
As the morning meeting the general authorities a an 
presidency of the European Mission were presented. and 
suntained. Elder W. Z. Clark was —— —ä ad: 
the London Conference, and the following named Elders were also unani- 
in their various districts as followe: Geo. E. Cerpanter, 
Geo. R Baker, Geo Whetman, Raymond . McCune, Geo. W., Palmer, Fred 
erick Langton, George Harbour, and Richard H. Hamblin, in London; 
S. E. Smith, Geo. W. Middleton and Wm. C. Wright in Stratford Jos, W., 
Stringfellow and Robert Anderson, in Herts; Jesse T. Badger, Le Bay: 
Decker, A. P. Ballinger and R. C. Traveller, in Kent; W. T. Seare, and; 
Archur Ellingford. in Berks; E. Saxey and ‘Arthur Gendinen, in 

L. Fisher, in Essex ; W. J. Panter and Heber Swainston, in ved 
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perennial witnesses of the existence, power, and glory of God. The earth 


. 


wait sustained 6s clock of the Landon Conference,’ Eider G. Ele 
Was sustained as President of the Hort Landen: ranc and Elder, Wm. 


as his counselor. .. 
resident W. E. Clark read the statistical. report 7 the past five * 


as follows: Seventies, 30; Elders, 30; Priests, 7; Teachers, 6; Deacons, 5; 
members, 360; total, Kereldsive of from Aion) 398. Tracts 
distributed’ from door to door, 74900; in open-air meetings or otherwise, 
1476; books sold, 14; loaned, 372; given away, 53; houses visited with 
first: tracts only, 31,592; by first invitation, 816; re- invitation, 181; Gespel- 
— — 3,555. Meetings held, ball, 397; cottage, 54; rden “as 
ims, Dew. members, 16; childsen.of members, 1; confirmations, 17. 
. — the afternoon meeting the speakers were Elders: G. E. Carpenter, E 0. 
bratford and Rulon 8. Wells; and in the evening addresses were delivered 
by Elders hs os. W. Vine arora Geo. W. Middleton and Jos. W. MoMurrin 


“RAYS ‘OF LIVING LIGHT. No. 2. 


or THE GopHEaD. 

_, Importance of Faith. 
must begin with faith in the true God. Faith in false Gods, leads to 


aw * 


false religions. Without faith there can be no religion in the soul of man. 


“Without faith it is impossible to plense him: for he that oometh to God 


must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently. 


seek. him.” (Heb. II; 6). In, a general sense faith is the asaurance. in, 
the soul of the existence of unseen things, that is, unseen by the natural 
eye. The principle of faith; that is, the power to believe, is planted in 
man dy the gift of God. It is developed by evidence. Faith in God is 


brought into action by the word of God. Whether spoken by Déity ’ 


Himself, 
aud apf to speak in His name under the influence of His Holy 


‘the word of vate. Wha: itis 


11 


‘ic Proglaim, the Glory. of, G0. 


vidences of the existence! of 4 Supreme Being are seen in,vast: 
fusion.’ They appeal to very rational mind. The order, beauty, and 
sublimity of the heavenly bodies, moving through space in silent ey, 5 
each in its own orbit, balancing: and:counter:balancing each other without 


an error in time or revolution, all preserving their own identity and per- 


forming their own mission, :prodeeding: thus through everlasting ages, are 


iteelf;, with ita. relations to other plaueta, its products, ite seasons, ite: 
adaptation to the needa, of the creatures that inhabit ite surface or ita 
here, joins in the grand chorus af che music of the aphores, “on: 
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ever ‘singing us they shine, The Hand that made us is Divine.” Nature, 
however, while proclaiming the existence of Deity, does not disclose His 


personality or reveal His will. A knowledge of God can ‘only oom ‘from 


God. Faith leads to that knowledge. se ae 
The greatest religious teacher among men was Jesus Christ. In 

His personality God was manifest in the flesh. He revealed Deity to 

humanity. He showed that God was in reality the Father of the spirits 

of men. He proclaimed that He was in the beginning with God; that 

He came forth from God, and would return to God, and that ‘all mankind | 

were His brethren, made in the image of God and part of His eternal 

family, This presents God as actually and literally, Our Father which | 
art in heaven.” It takes away the mystery with which false faiths have 


enveloped the Supreme Being, beclouding the minds of men, snd making 


God utterly incomprehensible. Jesus tanght that His Father and our 
Father is a personal being, man being in His likeness, Jesus Himself being 
in His express image. He taught also that He was sent into the world to 


save mankind, and bring them back to the Father's presence; that no man 


could come unto God but by Him. The true Christian religion, therefore, | 
combines faith in Jesus Christ the Son, with faith in God the eternal: 
Father. Christ further taught the existence of a divine Spirit, proceeding 
from God, to énlighten the souls of men; that is, the Holy Ghost) by 
which the mind and will of God may be made ben to man, and’ by 


which holy men chosen of God have been inspired in to: 


devlare His word. adi 
Three Persons in the Godhead... 


the Father, the Son, and the Huly Ghost; 
Godhead. They are not one person, as erroneously declared by modern 
Christian churches, but are separate and distinct substances, though one: 
in mind and power and dominion. Jesus of Nazareth, as the Son of God, 
was a personality as distinct from the personality of the Eternal Father 
as is that of any earthly son from his father. The Holy Spirit, though. 
proceeding from both the Father and the Son, is not either of them, but 
has an’ identity: of His own. It is true that Jesus said, I and my Father 
are one, (John 10: bat than 

That thie unity of the Godhead is not oneness in person, is sig 
clear.in the account of the baptism of Jesus Christ: the Son’ on that 
occasion coming up out of the waters of Jordan, the Holy Spirit descend-: 
ing upon Him in the form of a dove, aud the voice of the Father from: 
heaven prociaicaing,' “This is my beloved Son, in whom I un well 
pleased. 16, 17). Jesus said, I came forth from the Fecher, 
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atid: am: come into the world: again; I leave the world, and go to the 
Father.“ (John 16: 28). He also prayed to the Father, and in the 
prayer tecorded by John, explained in unmistakeable language what He 
meant when He declared “I and my: Father are one.” After praying 

for His Apostles; He said: .“ Neither pray I for these alone, but for them 

also which shall believe on me through their word; that they all may be 
one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one 
in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me“ John 17: 
20, 21). Concerning the Holy Spirit He said: “Nevertheless: tell vo 
the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, 
tho Comforter will not oome unto you ; but if I depart, I will send him 

unto you. (John 16: 7). Many more of the sayings of the. Savior’ 
might be adduced, but these are sufficient to show the distinct personality 
of each of the ‘three that form the ‘Godhead, while they are in perfect: 

unity of mind, and purpose, and action If they are one substance, 2 

taught in modern Christendom, then all who believe on them, in all ages, 

are to be made also one substance, thus losing their 1 a 


The’ Holy Spirit. 

The enn of God has bewildered many minds which are al 
because of modern false teachings, to understand how God the Eternal 
Father‘ can be a person after whose form and image man is created, and yet 
be present ‘throughout His vast, creations, But the explanation’ ‘is simple 
in the light of truth. It is by His Holy Spirit, which’ permeates all things, 
and is the life and the light of all things, that Deity is everywhere present.’ 
Oar Father has His dwelling place in the eternal heavens. Christ is at His 
right hand, and the Holy Spirit proceeds from them throughout the immen- 
sity of space. By that agency God sees and knows and governs all things. 
By it mankind may be brought iuto tiaion and communion with God. It 
guides into all truth. It recall the past, manifests the present, and reveals 
the future. It is the testimony of Jesus and the spirit of prophecy, It is 
the light of Christ, and “lighteth every man that cometh into the world.” 
It is the inspiration of God which giveth the spirit of man understanding. 
To thas degree. it ahines on every soul, but as the gift. of of the Holy Ghost, 
it is a far greater aud higher light. Then iti is the abiding witness, that 
bears record of the Father and the Rob. that e eee 


ith, a, Principle oh Bees, 
Faith, in God the the Holy: 


Ghost in but the beginning of true religion. It is exhibited, in works of 
obedience which will be explained in other of this series. Faith is 
also a principle of power. All human exertion springs. from ite exenciae: ; 
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This is exemplified in all the acta of life. In a higher sense it isa spiritual: - 
foree. It was by faith, in this degree, that the wonderful: works of the 
prophets and apostles and other holy men of old, were accomplished, aas 
recorded in the Old and New Testaments, and in the sacred books of the 
seers and sages.who were not of the Hebrew race. For faith is the same 
principle in all ages and among all nations. It was by this faith that the 

sick were healed, the blind received their sight, the Iame were made to 

walk, the deaf to hear, the dumb to speak, the sting of a serpent:and the 

virulence of poison were made harmless, divine dreams and heavenly 

visions were beheld, and the glories of eternity were unfolded ta the 
saints and servants of God in the early Christian church. It wae. by : 
faith that lepers were cleansed, water was turned into wine, multitudes 
atilled, and the dead were raised to life, when the Divine Master walked. 
on earth in the flesh. These marvels are called “miracles.” They are 
deemed supernatural, but they were the natural results of the exercise. of 
the spiritual fore called faith. It was by the same power that the heavens ; 
were closed that there was no rain for three years and six months; that 
the barrel of ‘meal and the eruse of oil failed e ag: that the ravens 


e bitten by serpents were healed in the e ‘It was alec by. 
that faith. that the early patriarchs prevailed, and, some of them walked , 

and talked with God. And indeed, it was by faith that the ake were. 
brought into material existence, order coming out of chaos, light . 35 rin 
ing forth from darkness, and life, in its various forma, i lope: 
through the word of the Eternal God, in whom this Prine e ‘of faith is 
manifest in its full and complete perſectio. 2 off 


14 9 14 F 
Law of Faith Unchangeable. tie 


This is the faith spoken of in the lith chapter of Hebrews. w 
the Epistle of Jude, in which he urged upon the Church ‘when writi 
upon the “common salvation,” that they should “earnestly dontend for 
the faith onde delivered to the saints.” In modern Chris * ie 
taught that this faith, with all the gifts, signs and glorious manifestations, 
which it produces, ars done away and no longer needed.“ But ena iy 
another of the many grievous errors of spiritual Babylon. Gd i ‘the’ 
same yesterday, to-day and forever. A E truth never 
Oause and effeot do not vary by the lapse of time. — 
the first century of the Christian era or of human existence on earth, must’ 
inevitably bring forth similar results — Theabsence of 
the effest proven the absence of the causes) „ 


ey 
vie 
* 
2 
Ue 
q 
* 
int 
RA 
* 
‘Sa 
— 
— 
‘yt 
* 
a 
4. 
* 
* 
ved 
** 
* 
2 
18 
* 
— 


Faith Leads to Enowledge. 
true faith. It is the one thing needfal. 


“limited manner ‘during the centuries that have einoe 
. age, the faith once delivered to the saints” has faded almost out of active 
life, even: among professing Christians whoee minds have been blinded: by 
the traditions of men and the dogmas and theories of human invention. 
While good men and women have served God and sought after’ Him to 
the best of their ability, through the long night of darkness which has 
intervened from the day of divine revelation down to the present century, 
they have not been able to find that “closer walk with God” and exercise 
that mighty faith enjoyed in ancient times and which is essential to the 
true religion. Thank God! that faith has been restored to earth, and 
throngh it divine commnnication is once more opened up, man may 
commune again with his Maker, and all the blessings obtained at any 
time thereby may now be received by the obedient sons and daughters of 
God. Concerning this all-important matter other tracts of this series will 
be presented to the — 1 that trath may 2655 and that Divine light 
shine the world! W. 
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Newcastie Conference District: 


: of God is ra maki its way amon the x ple here.in 
“Anata sid Pain, Stacloy and We mong wi © greatest 
tality — and the attention is siven to us bot at our 
and in- door meetings. 
A lecture was given in Annfield Plain Hall, on March 18, and» district 
| meeting, was held on the 20th. Before the lecture ve pn 
date door meeting, but our place of holding this was taken up sha 
“minister. At yen conclusion of his remarks he invited 1 
‘to go to several churches, bu Latter-day Saints. However 
we: 


— 
le 
people were well posted, as some ten hundred bills 
ew Bhar fai ttendan at the lectare. by Brother Walton, 
av ra ce lee ven 

on. its Past, Present, and Future.’ 
Sunday at 13: — we held an out- door meeting on Front Street, 
West — —— filled the whole 
walks. one of the brethren 
thodist — intorrupted but we soon infor 
kee. and not he. ‘The people did 

th 50 
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RELIGIOUS 


is a tector that should be ‘continually. i in phe. minds all 
professing Christians. All have no doubt heard of the preacher. who, 
‘having his attention drawn to the inconsistency of his actions, when 
viewed in the light of his teachings, replied, “Do as I say, not as I do.” 
Ik a person has upon himself 
f prnechens it may not be by: standing up in public and delivering eloquent 
sermons; it may not be by warning his neighbor by word, of mouth. 
though the scriptures admonish all so to do. but by his. example ‘before 
those with whom he comes in contact in daily walk through lite. In this 
manner have been preached some of the finest sermons. Imagination can- 
not picture anything grander than a sermon resplendent with good deeds. 
There is hymn which aptly expresses this, commencing, 

1 We are sowing, ever sowing, something good or something ill, 


1 ed In the lives of those around us we are sowing what we will.“ 8 
| This was not written with the object of exposing the eee : 
man's individual -peculiarities, but more particularly with the desire of 
pointing out an inconsistency of doctrine prevalent among Christianity, 
which occurred to me during a visit to eee of one who ha recently 
passed to the great beyond. 630 
Those who were left to mourn the loss of their N one, were un 1 
mous in ex pressing the opinion that they believed the departed one was 
better off, where he was than in this world of sorrow and misery. This 
cise is not an exception by any means in this respect, it may be, in fact, 
that in this particular instance.the people were justified in so expressing 
themselves; but this has invariably been the prevailing nn 
ever I have met with persons who have loat a friend or ® ralative. : 

Viewed in the light of the true Gospel the expression that persons are 
better off after death may be quite consistent; or could it be’ proven that 
_ wers belief would bring a remission of sin, all would be well; but bereit 
lies the inconsistency: many of those who hold that. people are better off 
after death, are of thé opinion that all one has to do is to believe. Now be- 
lief alone will not remit ein, and the Bible gives us to understand’ that we 
must have our ains remitted, hence one who has only believed is answer- 
able for sin, and therefore, will receive. everlasting punishment, which 
. according to Christian teaching: of to-day is the only ‘punishment that 
God metes out to the sinner. 

Certain it is, then, chat it the inspired writers laid r method 
whereby remission of sins could be obtained, totally: different from: the 
method now in vogue, men are inconsistent in their belief. For lille 
claiming to believe in "cortain’ writings they decline’ try 
ings contained therein. 

In answer to what’ must be an all important interrogatory, Does b. 
** — not only an anewer, that will be approved 
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Generally justification is found in the passage, “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and though shalt be saved,” (Acts 16: 31); but this argument is 
-overthrown by reading further, Satine: read that Paul spake ‘unto the jailor 
the word of the Lord, “and he took them the same hour of the night, and 
washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway.” The 
cases of Cornelius and the eunuch, both good men and nn 
2 as proof that works also were necessary. 

The burden of John the Baptist's 
“was: to be a true sorrow accompanied by a turning away front the ain re- 
peuted of, and then baptiam for the remission of that sin. This was the 
doctrine taught on the day ot Pentecost by Peter, (Acts 2: 38) and was-also 
taught by others of the Apostles: I wil] just call the reader's attention to 
I John 2: 3, 4, which reads. “Hereby we do know that we know him, if we 
keep his commandnients. He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his 
commandments, is a liar; and the truth is not in him.“ This to my mind 
embodies the plan of salvation; here indeed is the kernel of Christianity, 
That we keep his commandments.”. What were His commandments! 
» Were they ito the: 
- salvation? 

We find the. His dieciplea to aud 
de Gospel, admonished them to teach the people “he that.believeth and 
is baptized shall be saved,“ and. in reply to Nicodemus question regarding 
his salvation, He said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a: man be 
born of water and of the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” 

In the Savior’s sermon. on the mount, He said, “Enter ye in at the 
atrait gate: for wide is the gate; and broad is the way, that leadeth to 
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the 
gate, and narrow is the way, which een . few ‘there. be 
Matt. 7: 18, 14. 

3 “it ie evident from the above that the strait and narrow way is not 
— by believing alone, otherwise the words of the Savior are not in 
harmony with present day conditions. Having in mind the foregoing it 
behoves every man and woman to read for chemselves all of the com- 
mandments of Jesus Obrist, and thus search out the plan of salvation ; 


Enough evidence has been produced to show that unless the ordinance 
of baptism by immersion for the remission of sins has been complied with 
4 person is answerable for sin. Then if a person is answerable for sin on 
_ the day that the books are opened and every man is judged according to 
Nos what view does the world in “They 

intain that those who do not receive the “well done thou good and 
faithful servant,” receive eternal punishment or everlasting punishment. 
This being the case, then it would by no means be an advantage for 
those who depend on mere belief ho therefore: have not had: their 
remitted and who Gods is to last 
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